Immigrants who arrived in the U.S. before the Civil War were less likely to reside in locations with high immigrant concentrations as their time in the U.S. increased. This is contrary to the experience of recent immigrants who show no decrease in concentration after arrival. The reduced isolation of antebellu m immigrants was not due to their own moveme nt to places with fewer immigrants but due to the movement of the native-born into places (particularly cities) with large immigrant concentrations. The isolation o f contemporary immigrants even after several years in the U.S. thus results more from the reluctance of the native-born to relocate to places with many immigrants than from immigra nts' reluctance to move to places with fewer immigrants. Contemporary immigrants had greater success than antebellum immigrant s avoiding unskilled jobs as they entered the U.S. job market, though they moved out of unskilled jobs less often than antebellum immigrants when comparing their occupations at two points in time after arrival . Improvements in occupational mobility between antebellum and recent immigrants were most apparen t among those in other than unskilled jobs. These findings suggest the need to re-evaluate some of th e premises upon which the concerns about the economic performance of recent immigrants are based.
Introduction
The volume of immigration into the U.S. during the 1970s and 1980s has prompted an intens e interest in the economic performance of immigrants after their arrival. Most research has centered on the degree to which immigrants become assimilated as their time in the U.S. increases, with assimilatio n measured in a variety of ways. Geographic dispersion, occupational attainment, and income growth ar e FERRIE, Immigrants and Natives Massey (1981) , Bartel (1989) , and Bartel and Koch (1991) examine immigrant settlement patterns, Massey (1981) and 1 Chiswick (1978 and 1994) examine immigrant occupational mobility, and Borjas (1994) and Chiswick (1994) summarize research on the income growth experienced by immigrants after their arrival. This is part of a more general problem: separating the impact of duration, cohort, and period effects in a single cross-2 section. Borjas (1994) describes this problem and how it can be overcome using a sequence of cross-sections and some assumptions on the relationship between the immigrant labor market and the native-born labor market. Jasso and Rosenzweig (1988) demonstrate, however, that even these procedures are subject to bias due to selective return migration. Hatton (1995) summarizes a number of studies using data from state labor bureau reports, but it is difficult to generalize 3 from these studies of particular locations or occupations to the experience of immigrants more generally.
among the most frequently used metrics . Our understanding of the performance of past immigrants to the 1 U.S. along these dimensions is less complete. For example, though s tudies of immigrant settlement patterns tell us where immigrants were located at some date after their arrival at New York (Dunlevy 1980) , it is difficult in such studies to isolate the effect of time since arrival from the effect of changes in the choice of initial location across arrival cohorts. Though we know a good deal about the occupational mobility of 2 immigrants in the second half of the nineteenth century who remained in the same city or county for a decade or more (Thernstrom 1964 and 1975; Bodnar 1985) , such "persisters" are a non-random (an d generally less successful) group than the total immigrant population (Ferrie 1995d) . Finally, data on the incomes of nineteenth century immigrants are rare. 3 The lack of data on historical immigrants compa rable to that on contemporary immigrants has two unfortunate consequences. The first is our inability to distinguish transitory from genuinely long-ru n phenomena. For example, concern has be en expressed regarding the failure of the most recent immigrants to disperse to locations with lower immigrant concentrations as their time in the U.S. increases (Barte l 1989; Bartel and Koch 1991) . Underlying this concern is a belief that past waves of immigrants became less geographically concentrated in the years after their arrival, by migrating to locations with smalle r immigrant populations. While this may have been the case during the rapid economic growth from th e 1950s to the early 1970s, there is no basis on which to assert that dispersion has been the norm over a FERRIE, Immigrants and Natives Massey (1981, pp. 67-68) cites a number of studies from the 1970s demonstrating that, except for Puerto Ricans, the 4 residential segregation of immigrants was not great. These studies, however, generally do not account for time since arrival, and if they do are subject to the identification problem mentioned in note 2 above. longer time horizon. 4 The second result of our ignorance regarding the performance of historical immigrants is ou r inability to assess the impact on how immigrants fare after arrival caused by important changes in th e structure of the U.S. economy and in U.S. immigration policy. The historical record of immigran t achievement, if used with the proper care, can p rovide a useful control group against which to measure the performance of contemporary immigrants. For example, as we shall see below, by examining the relative economic performance of immigrant s and the native-born at several points in time, it is possible to isolate the influence of factors that had an impact only on immigrants (such as increasingly selective U.S . immigration policy) from the influence of factors that had an impact on both immigrants and the nativeborn (such as business-cycle conditions and shifts in the U.S. industrial and occupational structures). I n fact, history may provide the only laboratory within which such comparisons can be made.
The remainder of this essay takes up the challenge offered by the l ack of data on nineteenth century immigrant economic performance comparable to that on con temporary immigrants. I use two new samples of antebellum Americans that together provide information on the experience of more than six thousand immigrants and natives and document several of the same measures of economic performance a s contemporary sources. I focus on two non-income dimensions of immigrant performance: geographi c dispersion and occupational mobility. I compare immigrant perfo rmance in two eras, separated by just over a century (1850-60 and 1965-80) . This makes it possible to consid er the impact of a broad range of changes in the U.S. economy and in U.S. immigration policy. Section I describes the framework that will be used for the analysis. Section II describes the historical and contemporary data and addresses some issues o f comparability. Section III considers geographic dispersion. Section IV considers occupational mobilit y
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This assumption in clearly unreasonable in the case of immigrants arriving in the mid-1850s. As Fogel (1989, pp. 355-5 362) notes, the movement of immigrants into many Northern urban industries previously dominated by craft workers came directly at the expense of native-born workers. Native-born urban craft workers were faced as well with higher rent and food prices as a result of the influx of these European immigrants. The combination of reduced employment and higher prices produced a "hidden depression" for native craft workers during this period. The immigrants in the sample used below, however, all arrived in the U.S. before 1850, so they faced competition in the job market and higher urban prices in the mid1850s just as native-born craft workers did. A more serious objection to the assumption that the impact of aggregate forces was equal for immigrants and natives is that immigrants and natives are effectively employed in separate labor markets. This is by no means a settled question for twentieth century immigrants; it is even less settled in the case of nineteenth century immigrants.
(both between pre-migration and post-migration occupati on and between occupation within the U.S. at two points in time). Section V provides some tentative conclusions.
I. A Framework for the Analysis
Our goal is to compare the performance of immigrants in the 1850s to the performance o f immigrants in the 1960s and 1970s. This will make it possible to say how much of recent immigran t performance is in line with long-run trends, and also to say how much of the difference between past and present performance can be explained by changes in the U.S. economy and U.S. immigration policy. But the differences between these two periods make it difficult to compare the absolute performances o f immigrants over time. For example, the occupational structure changed significantly between the 1850s and the 1970s. If we assume, however, that aggregate con ditions had an equal influence on immigrants and natives in each decade, then we can examine how the relative performance of these groups has changed over 120 years. We can compare the difference between immigrant and native settlement patterns o r 5 occupational mobility in the 1850s with the corresponding difference in the 1965-80 period. This is the "difference-in-differences" procedure used in LaLonde and Topel (1992) and Borjas (1986 and 1987) . Consider some underlying variable of interest for an immigrant at time t who arrived it in cohort i. This can be written as the sum of three components:
FERRIE, Immigrants and Natives LaLonde and Topel (1992, p. 75; italics in original) . In their framework, the quantity is adjusted by regression for the 6 it effects of age, schooling, and experience. Since we lack information on schooling and experience for the antebellum period, the results that follow adjust only for age, and do so only by constraining the samples to have the same maximum and minimum ages. In this framework, changes between the 1850s and the 1965-80 period in the difference between immigrant and native settlement patterns or occupational mobility can be attributed to changes in the rate o f assimilation as it relates to settlement patterns or occupational mobility, rather than to changes in th e aggregate economy or in the quality of subsequent immigrant cohorts.
Assimilation calculated in this way may be a biased measure of true assimilation if the time effect
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For example, if the return to skill increases over a decade, and new immigrants are largely unskilled, then assimilation 7 estimated by this method will understate the true amount of assimilation that occurs. Chiswick (1994, p. 108) suggests that this accounts for the finding by Borjas (1985) that assimilation is slow and quality is relatively lower among post-1965 immigrants to the U.S.
They find, for example, that higher-occupation immigrants are more likely to emigrate, and that this imparts a downward 8 bias to the return to duration in the U.S. when it is estimated using census data (Jasso and Rosenzweig 1988, p. 251) .
b changes differently for immigrants and natives. In order to ensure that the difference in the time effect 7 between immigrants and natives is as small as possible, LaLonde and Topel (1992) and Borjas (1986) use native-born members of the same ethnic background as the reference group for each immigrant cohort. For the nineteenth century, this is not possi ble, since information on parents' birthplace was not collected until 1880 by the federal census. To make the findings for the nineteenth and twentieth century immigrant s comparable, the reference group in both cases will be the native-born population, without regard fo r parental birthplace.
As Jasso and Rosenzweig (1988) note, however, even if the time effect b is identical for immigrants and natives, this method of measuring immigrant assimilation is still subject to bias: the bias from th e selective migration of some members of a particular arriva l cohort. Return migration is unlikely to present 8 a problem in measuring the impact of duration in the U.S. for antebellum immigrants, since retur n migration rates were probably below five percent in this perio d (Ferrie 1992 , Chapter 2). For contemporary immigrants, measured assimilation will represent a l ower bound on true assimilation if the most successful immigrants are the most likely to re-migrate.
Given this framework, it is necessary to group the changes that occurred between the 1850s and the 1965-80 period into those that had an impact on both immigrants and natives and those that had a n impact only on one of these groups. Changes that had an equal impact on both groups will be differenced out by the procedure described here, while changes peculiar to either gro up or for which the impact differed across groups will show up in measured assimilation. Among the changes that affected both immigrants
and natives, the most important are probably:
1. the shift in the industrial structure, with movement away from agriculture (60% of the labo r force in 1850, 5% in 1970) and into manu facturing (25% in 1850, 35% in 1970) and the tertiary sector (15% in 1850, 60% in 1970); 2. the shift in the occupational structure, with movement away from skilled manual (35% in 1850, 15% in 1970) and farm jobs (20% in 1850, 5% in 1970) and into whi te collar (20% in 1850, 45% in 1970) and unskilled manual jobs (25% in 1850, 35% in 1970); and 3. the growth of cities, with the fraction of the population living in places of 2,500 or more people rising from under one sixth in 1850 to more than three fourths in 1970.
Immigrants were probably uniquely affected by 1. changes in the volume of immigration, which in the decade before 1850 averaged 171,000 per year into a country that numbered 23 million -a rate of 7.4 immigrants per thousan d population -and which in the decade b efore 1970 averaged 332,000 per year into a country of 203 million -a rate of 1.6 immigrants per thousand population; 2. changes in formal immigrant selection mechanisms, with the imposition of the quota syste m (based on national origin after 1921 and a combination of national origin, skill, and famil y connections after 1952) for immigrants from outside the Western Hemisphere, and relaxation of these restrictions after 1965; 3. changes in the quantity and quality of information available to immigrants about labor market opportunities in the U.S.; 4. changes in the countries sending immigrants, with a shift away from Europe as the principa l origin and a rising share from elsewhere in the Americas and Asia; and 5. changes in the skills immigrants bring with them , with more immigrants in the 1970s than in the 1850s arriving with white collar skills, slightly fewer arriving with no skills, far fewer arriving as farmers, and roughly the same fraction arriving as craftsmen.
When cohort and period effects have been eliminated, the measu re of assimilation will thus include the impact of changes in the volume of immigration (with a greater volume of immigration more likely to produce a crowing effect in labor and housing mark ets, making immigrant adjustment more difficult in the 
The 1965 amendments would have reduced selectivity among immigrants from Europe if the constraint on the flow of 9 immigrants prior to 1965 was binding. For at least some origins, this was not the case. For example, from 1960 to 1965, the United Kingdom was allotted 65,000 visas per year, even though only 28,000 U.K. immigrants per year entered the U.S. on average in this period (Borjas 1992b, pp. 22-23) .
Though transportation improvements now make it possible to proceed directly to an ultimate destination without having 10 to pass through New York or another east coast port, recent research suggests that even in the antebellum period immigrants spent no more than a few weeks at the port of debarkation before reaching a destination in the interior that they may have chosen before their departure (Ferrie 1995a) .
Combined with the fact that most native-born Americans are now born in cities, this suggests that we should not expect 11 to see a particular cohort of the native born relocating in large numbers to urban areas.
Asians (by subjecting them for the first time to a quota system that takes some account of occupation).
9
Since the data I use describe each immigrant's country of origin and pre-migration occupation, it will be possible to control for changes in the composition of sending countries and changes in immigrants' skills at arrival.
Finally, measured assimilation will also include the influences of factors common to immigrants and natives that had a greater impact on one group. For example, though urbanization has increased, this increase may have had different impacts fo r immigrants and natives. Cities in the middle of the nineteenth century were places of remarkable economic opportunity for both immigrants and natives, particularly in the west (Galenson 1991) . But cities also served another role for immigrants: as places where immigrants could find a community that represented a source of employment or customers in normal times and a social safety net when times were more difficult. Though this aspect of cities has probably not changed a great deal for immigrants, the role of cities as sites of extraordinary economic opportunity may hav e diminished. Though immigrants may still be drawn to cities for the externalities their immigran t 10 communities provide, their attractiveness to the native-born may have been reduced.
11

II. The Data
For the antebellum period, two new samples have been created that will allow me to compar e
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The second sample has previously been used to examine the characteristics of the population migrating to the western 12 frontier over the 1850s (Ferrie 1995b ) and the impact of immigration on labor markets in the 1850s (Ferrie 1995c ).
"County groups" are combinations of contiguous counties. Every county in the country is included in a county group. 
The greatest difficulty in using these four samples to examine changes in immigrants' relativ e performance over 120 years is ensuring comparability. The first issue that must be considered is how the definition of an "immigrant" has changed between the two periods. Though only individuals born outside the U.S. to parents born outside the U.S. were described as immigrants in both eras, the 1850 and 186 0 censuses contained more of the total U.S. immigrant population than c ontemporary censuses. As there were no restrictions on immigration in the mid-nineteenth century, there were no "illegal" immigrants at thi s time, so there was no incentive for immigrants to avoid enumeration i n the census for fear of being exposed and deported. By the 1960s and 1970 s, a non-trivial fraction of the resident immigrant population is living in the U.S. illegally (though a much smaller fraction than in the 1980s and 1990s). If legal and illega l immigrants behave differently in settlement patterns or occupational mobility, the comparisons presented below between antebellum and contemporary immigrants' relative performance may be somewha t misleading. Conclusions can only be drawn regarding the behavior of the legal immigrant population.
A second issue to consider is the relevant unit of observation for examining immigrants' relative settlement patterns. Recent research in this area (Bartel 1988; Bartel and Koch 1991) has used the SMSA, and focused on the largest SMSAs. There is no comparable unit of observation for the antebellum period.
The advantage of SMSAs is that they generally coincide with what we think are distinct labor markets , since they are defined partly by commuting distance and patterns. For the antebellum period, the county defines the largest unit that we can consider a unified labor market, but many counties in 1850 and 1860 had very dispersed populations, particularly outside the northeast. The city or town might seem a bette r measure of a unified market, but with the small fraction of the U.S. population in large urban divisions at this time, this would exclude much of the population fr om the analysis. The course chosen here is to define an "urban county" as a county that encompasses a subdivision (city or town) with a population of 10,000 or more in 1850. The urban county in the 1850s (of which there were 54 in 1850) will be used as the unit
comparable to the SMSA in 1970 . In 1970 , the analysis will be restricted to the 5 0 largest SMSAs in population.
Finally, since I will consider occupational mo bility in two very different eras, I need a comparable measure of occupational attainment and occupational mobility. Occupational mobility will be indicated by movement between these two categories; movement within the categories will be ignored. To the extent that workers can improve their circumstances through movement within categories, this will tend to understate the true extent of improvement that occur s between two points in time. The advantage of this procedure is that it reduces the number of possibl e occupational transitions that must be considered, a substantial benefit in the absence of a metric (such as income) consistent across the two eras studied by which occupations can be ranked directly. I will explore 
III. Geographic Dispersion
Two recent studies of the settlement patterns of c ontemporary immigrants have found little change in immigrants' geographic isolation as their time in the U.S. increases (Bartel 1988; Bartel and Koch 1991) . Bartel (1988) 1965-69, 1970-74, and 1975-79) and three ethnic groups (European, Hispanic, and Asian).
Unfortunately, as Bartel (1988, p. 381-382) and Bartel and Koch (1991, p. 124 ) note, it is no t possible to estimate the impact of time since arrival on geographic concentration using data solely from Thus, the cohort that arrived within five years of the census was age 20 to 50 at the first census (1850 or 1970) and age 14 30 to 60 at the second census (1860 or 1980). The previous cohort was age 25 to 55 at the first census, and age 35 to 65 at the second census.
By comparing the immigrant and aggregate settlement patterns in each census year, this procedure identifies the duration 15 effect and eliminates the period effect. By looking at changes in the index across census years, the cohort effect is eliminated as well, leaving the pure duration effect. The resulting measure of assimilation, however, is still subject to bias resulting from selective re-migration. Since the comparison of immigrant and aggregate patterns is embedded in the index, it is not possible to offer a decomposition of this measure of assimilation into duration, period, and cohort effects. Rather, the differences going down each column for each ethnic group reveal the pure duration effect.
1980: differences across cohorts in initial settlement patter ns could produce a correlation between diffusion and duration even in the absence of mobility after the choice of an initial location. Thus, although Bartel (1988, pp. 374-377) finds somewhat greater isolation (a higher index of geographic concentration) among immigrants who have been in the U.S. longer, we cannot conclude anything from this about trends over time within cohorts. Table 1 presents new calculations using Bartel's meth odology for the antebellum and contemporay periods. Attention is restricted to urban places in both eras, because the geographic isolation about which concerns have been raised is an urban phenomenon in both eras; though rural immigrant enclaves wer e prevalent in the mid-nineteenth century, they were far less worrisome than the concentrations o f immigrants found in the nation's cities. In order to i dentify the impact of duration, the same arrival cohorts were followed through two censuses. The ages of each cohort at the census date were chosen so all cohorts arrived at roughly the same age (to eliminate the influence of age on the location decision). 
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The same is true for both Asian and Hispanic immigrants. The last two columns are provided fo r comparability with Bartel's original study: the direction of the d ifference between the 1975-79 and 1970-74 cohorts in 1980 is the same as she found, though the magnitude found here in slightly smaller.
This suggests that antebellum immigrants, unlike contemporary immigrants, indeed increasingly likely to be living in the same places as the general population as their time since arrival increased. Table   2 Herfindahl indexes in Bartel and Koch (1991) , they exhibit the same pattern across groups and the same lack of change across cohorts within 1980.
The clear decrease in relative isolation for both cohorts of antebellum immigrants and the lack of such a decrease in the contemporary data suggest that there has been a change in immigrant assimilation.
If one measure of assimilation is how closely immigrants live to the rest of the population, antebellu m immigrants' became more assimilated as th eir time in the U.S. increased, while contemporary immigrants do not. We cannot simply attribute this change to the behavior of immigrants, however. Recall that an y
This comparison is not limited to those in the 54 urban counties or the 50 largest SMSAs. The change in the unit of 16 observation is necessary in order to have an exhaustive partition of the country.
change that has a different impact on natives and immigrants will show up as a change in assimilation. If the settlement patterns of the native-born population have changed as the attractiveness of citie s (particularly cities with large numbers of immigrants) as destinations has changed, we might observe this pattern even absent a change in immigrants' behavior.
In order to shed some light on this question, Table 3 Table 1 and Table 2 showing decreased immigrant isolation over time for each cohort, until the movement of the native born is considered: between 1850 and 1860, natives moved on average to places with an immigrant share nearly 5 percentage points higher than the share at their original location. B y contrast, contemporary immigrants, when they change county group, move to places with only slightl y smaller immigrant shares, while the native born move to places with roughly the same immigrant share.
A recent examination of the same data on 1975 and 1980 location in the 1980 census by Filer (1992 ) concluded that the native-born were less likely to move into and more likely to move out of SMSAs that had recently received large numbers of recent immigrants. The findings in Table 3 The results in Tables 1 and 3 suggest that what has changed between the 1850s and the 1970s is not so much the behavior of immigrants as the behavior of the native born: while in the antebellum period they were eager to move to locations (particularly rapidly growing cities in the midwest) that had larg e immigrant concentrations, such places have lost much of their appeal by the 1970s. It is not the case that immigrants have abandoned the notion of moving out of their enclaves; rather, the native born hav e abandoned the notion of moving into such places. The result is the perception that contemporar y immigrants are less willing to assimilate. The reality is that the help they once got from the native born in assimilating is now absent.
IV. Occupational Mobility
Studies of contemporary immigrants have devoted considerably more attention to the behavior of immigrants in the labor market than to their settlement patterns. Research has focused mainly on ho w immigrants' incomes change as their time in the U.S. increases (Chiswic k 1978a; Borjas 1994) . Immigrants entering before 1965 were thought by some to achieve income parity with the native born within a fe w years. More recent immigrants seem to have more difficulty, though much of this apparent decline i n quality is accounted for by changes in the mix of sending countries (Borjas 1994 ). Though we cannot push this line of research back into the antebellum period, since no comparable measures of income are readily available, we are able to examine a closely related dimension of immigrant economic performance :
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The data on pre-migration and post-migration occupation from the 1970 census have also been examined by Chiswick
(1978b).
This distinction was based on the occupation reported in the passenger ship lists (Ferrie 1997) Table 4 , the results would be subject to the bias resulting from return migration noted by Jasso and Rosenzweig (1988) . It would also not be possible to distinguish immigrants in 1980 by pre-migration occupation since the 1980 census provides no information on premigration occupation.
occupational mobility. The discussion in Section I above suggests several reasons why contemporar y 17 immigrants (at least those who arrived before 1965) might have fared better in the U.S. labor market than antebellum immigrants. Table 4 The results in the first two columns of Table 4 show that antebellum immigrants faced a far more FERRIE, Immigrants and Natives difficult entry into the U.S. labor market than contemporary i mmigrants. Though only 15 percent of nativeborn males were found in unskilled jobs in 1850, near ly half of European immigrants who entered the U.S.
between 1845 and 1849 were found in such jobs. In 1970, only 18 percent of European immigrants were unskilled after fewer than five years in the U.S., while 14 percent of native-born males were in unskilled jobs. Among contemporary immigrants, Asians did slightly better and Hispanics slightly worse tha n Europeans in moving quickly out of unskilled jobs. When the reference group is recent native-born labor market entrants, the large gap in performance between immigrants and natives in the antebellum period is reduced: immigrants were 1½ times more likely than young native males to be found in unskilled jobs in 1850, though they were 3 times more likely to be found in such jobs than all native males. Contemporary
European and Asian immigrants actually out-per form natives when the younger comparison group is used.
Only Hispanic immigrants fared worse than young natives in their first 5 years in the U.S.
The last four columns of Table 4 reveal that this change in the ease of adjustment between th e antebellum and contemporary periods was concentrated among immigrants who were in other tha n unskilled occupations before arrival. Among immigrants who were unskilled in their place of origin, the fraction found in unskilled jobs was four times the fraction of natives in unskilled jobs in 1850. By 1970, that multiple had actually increased slightly. Among immigrants in jobs o ther than unskilled before entering the U.S., antebellum arrivals did better than thos e who were unskilled before arrival but still did more than twice as poorly as natives. By 1970, European and Asian immigrants in jobs other than unskilled before arrival were actually 36 percent less likely than all natives and half as likely as young natives to be found in unskilled jobs. Hispanic immigrants who were in jobs other than unskilled before arrival were also less likely than either natives generally or young natives to be found in unskilled jobs.
When we turn to occupational mobility between two points after arrival in the U.S., differences between antebellum and recent immigrants are also apparent. Table 5 compares the occupations reported
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The reference group in this and the following table is all native-born males, rather than young native-born males. The 20 interval between the two dates is 10 years for antebellum immigrants, but only 5 years for recent immigrants. Though immigrants will be compared to natives over both intervals, this is nonetheless a potential source of incompatibility between the two eras. The following analysis assumes that the relationship between the probability of moving out of unskilled work and the time between the two dates for both immigrants and natives in either era is linear and that the probability of moving out of unskilled work when the time between the dates is zero is identical for immigrants and natives in either era. This ensures that the ratio of the probability for immigrants to the probability for natives evaluated at five years will equal the ratio of these probabilities evaluated at ten years if the relationships for immigrants and natives do not change between the two eras
The finding of little assimilation between 1965 and 1970 measured in terms of occupational mobility relative to natives 21 contrasts sharply with the findings of LaLonde and Topel (1992, p. 81) . They show impressive rates of assimilation in earnings after accounting for cohort and period effects using 1970 and 1980 census data and the synthetic cohort approach. This suggests that immigrants' greatest adjustment in the recent period may be changes in earnings within occupations rather than changes associated with crossing occupational boundaries. As there are no comparable data on earnings for the antebellum period, it is not possible to say whether the greater assimilation of antebellum immigrants in occupational attainment came at the expense of earnings growth within occupations. An analysis of immigrants' patterns of wealth accumulation in this period, accounting for duration and cohort effects, shows wealth rising 15 percent per year among the most recent arrivals and the effect of duration positive for up to 20 years after arrival (Ferrie 1997, Chapter 6) . 
21
Occupational mobility is shown separately by occupation in the initial year in Table 6 . As in the analysis of pre-migration and post-migration occupations in Table 4 , the greatest change between the two eras occurred among those in other than unskilled jobs. Over the 1850s, just over half of Europea n immigrants who started the decade as unskil led workers ended the decade in such jobs, compared to under The results in Table 4 show an easier occupational transition among rec ent immigrants (particularly Europeans and Asians) than among antebellum immi grants. This change between the two eras is not likely to have resulted from changes in the structure of the U.S. economy (particularly the occupational shift into white collar jobs and away from farming, and the industrial shift away from agriculture and into the tertiary sector), as immigrants' occupational mobil ity was measured relative to that of natives in each period. This change is also not the result of changes in the sources of immigration, as European immigrants wer e examined in both eras and Asian and Hispanic immigrants also performed impressively in this respect in the recent period. This change is also not the result of the imposition of the quota system after 1921 and the explicit selection of immigrants based on occupation after 1952, as all of the immigrants in the recent era examined in Table 4 arrived after 1965 and the relaxation of the quota system. Finally, it is not th e result of a change in the skills brought by immigrants, since it is particularly apparent when immigrants are distinguished by their pre-migration occupations. In fact, the easier occupational transition at arrival is seen only among immigrants who arrived in other than unskilled occupatio ns. We are left, then with three possible explanations for the better performance of more recent arrivals as they entered the U.S. labo r market: a cohort effect, less crowding in U.S . labor markets in the recent era, and better information about FERRIE, Immigrants and Natives labor market opportunities in the U.S. in the recent era.
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Recall that the results in Table 4 do not allow us to difference out the impact of arrival in a particular cohort. If economic conditions in source countries in 1845-49 produced immigrants who were of lower average quality within occupations than conditions in 1965-69, the better performance of recent immigrants at arrival may reflect nothin g more than this. It is not clear that 1845-49 European immigrants were of lower average quality than immigrants in the antebellum period more generally, however. Though this period witnessed the Irish Famine beginning in 1846, a closer examination of the post-migratio n occupational mobility of Irish antebellum immigrants revealed no discontinuity in the pattern of average quality at arrival with the Famine's onset (Ferrie 1997, Chapter 5) . This period also saw the arrival after 1848 of skilled and white collar German immigrants fleeing the effects of the Revolutions of 1848, which seems to have increased the average quality of German immigrants arriving in the late 1840s (Ferrie 1997, Chapter 5) . The plausibility of a cohort effect as the principal explanation for the change in relativ e performance across the two eras is reduced further when the results in Tables 5 and 6 are considered as well: when it is possible to control for cohort effects, recent immigrants also fare impressively compared to natives, and the best results are again among those who were in jobs other than unskilled laborer.
This leaves reduced crowding in U.S. labor markets and better information about opportunities in the U.S. as the likely explanations for the improvement in performance between the two eras. Though the immigration rate in the 1840s was close to the historic high it reached in the 1850s, and several time s greater than the immigration rate in the 19 60s, the pressure placed on the U.S. labor market by antebellum immigrants must have been felt primarily by workers other than those in unskilled jobs if reduced crowding is to explain the change in performance between the two eras. This is because the improved performance from the antebellum period to the recent period is seen most among immigra nts in other than unskilled jobs.
The available evidence suggests that pressure was indeed placed on craft workers by the influx o f
immigrants beginning in the late 1840s, but this pressure was felt mainly by native-born craft workers in the urban Northeast (Ferrie 1995c) . In fact, antebellum immigrants in skilled and white collar jobs wh o went to locations experiencing rapid population growth -where labor marke t crowding was probably most severe -actually had better occupational mobility than otherwise identical immigrants who wen t elsewhere (Ferrie 1997, Chapter 5) .
The only explanation for the better performance of recent immigrants in other than unskille d
occupations consistent with the evidence presented here is improvements in the information available to immigrants before their departure about opportunities in the U.S. These improvements could be the result of more frequent direct recruitment of workers by U.S. employers, better communication of information on the specific skills needed in the U.S., or the development of networks organized by occupation o r professional interest that transmit such information across national borders.
V. Conclusions
Our reaction to the performance of contemporary immigrants is often colored by our perceptions of how immigrants have performed historically. The results presented here suggest that such implici t comparisons may be misleading if they are based on a history that extends back no farther than the 1960s.
These results also suggest the attention that must be paid to some of the subtle shifts in the U.S. economy (such as the declining importance of cities as sites of economic opportunity for the native born) as well as more discontinuous policy shifts (such as the imposition of the quota system in 1921 and its relaxation in 1965).
Specifically, I find that the lack of convergence between contemporary immigrant and nativ e settlement patterns as immigrants' time in the U.S. increases m ay be a recent development, but the patterns of movement displayed by immigrants have changed little over 120 years. What have changed profoundly
FERRIE, Immigrants and Natives
are the settlement patterns of the native born population. The geographic concentration of contemporary immigrants springs more from the unwillingness o f natives to join immigrants in the nation's cities as they had in large numbers in the nineteenth century than from a new reluctance on the part of immigrants t o relocate. The changed native born pattern may reflect a reduced attraction to urban locations as economic opportunities in suburban locations have inc reased, an increased hostility toward immigrants as the origins of immigrants have changed, or a greater desire and abil ity to avoid urban labor markets feeling the impact of the arrival of large numbers of immigrants than was apparent i n the antebellum period. The occupational mobility of recent immigrants is better than that of antebellum immigrants, measured either as the change from pre-migration to post-migration occupati on or as the change from one occupation to another between two dates after arrival in the U.S., though this improvement is concentrate d among immigrants in other than unskilled jobs. Taken together, these findings suggest less cause for alarm at the experience of recen t immigrants than studies that take a shorter term perspective.
Arrival Cohort )))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))) Origin and Year 1840-44 1845-49 1960-64 1965-69 1970-74 1975- Cell sizes in parentheses. The Herfindahl Index is the sum of the squared shares of a group located in each location i:
where share is the share of the group's total population in the U.S. located in Urban SMSAs (1970 SMSAs ( & 1980 , Males FERRIE, Immigrants and Natives Origin ))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))) 
Notes:
Cell sizes in parentheses. Each entry shows the difference between the ethnic composition at the destination and at the origin for movers (between counties or county groups). The ethnic composition is the share of an ethnic group located in the location. For example, for European immigrants, each entry shows the difference between the share of the total European population at the destination and the share at the origin. Positive values indicate moves toward members of the same ethnic group; negative values indicate movement away from the same ethnic group.
Source:
Linked Ship List Sample (Ferrie, 1997) ; Linked 1850 PUMS Sample (Ferrie, 1996) ; Seventh Census of the U.S.; Eighth Census of the U.S.; 1980 PUMS (1% B Sample). 
